
GRADE 6 
English Language Arts 

Monday, April 27 and Tuesday, April 28 
LESSON 13 

THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED/YOU SHOULD ACCESS AND SUBMIT YOUR WORK IN SCHOOLOGY. 
  

1. OPEN THE FOLDER IN SCHOOLOGY NAMED APRIL 27 AND 28. THERE IS A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT IN 
THE FOLDER. YOU CAN CLICK ON IT TO LOOK AT THE ASSIGNMENT SHEET ANYTIME. 

  
2. YOU WILL CLICK ON THE PUZZLE PIECE NAMED “APRIL 27 and APRIL 28 QUESTIONS TURN IN HERE” TO 

DO YOUR WORK AND SEND IT TO YOUR TEACHER. JUST TYPE YOUR ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS IN 
THE BOXES AND 
OR 
YOU MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR READER’S AND WRITER’S NOTEBOOK 
AND SEND YOUR TEACHER A MESSAGE THROUGH SCHOOLOGY WITH A PICTURE OF YOUR WORK 
ATTACHED. 

  

Today you will be reading the informational text, “Don’t Feed the Bears!” As readers, we should utilize the following 
chart to assist us in comprehending and understanding the selection. The “After Reading” column is what is submitted for 
grading. 
  

Before Reading 
OBSERVE 

In your brain OR jotted down notes in your 
Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook. 

  

During Reading 
THINK 

In your brain OR jotted down notes in your 
Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook. These 

questions are not submitted for grading. They 
are to help you deepen your understanding as 

you read. 

 

After Reading 
RESPOND 

Your responses to these questions are 
submitted for grading. 

  
Grade 1 

   

First, I want you to look at the title of 
the article. Why do you think it’s a 
bad idea for humans to feed bears? 
  
Next, I want you to think about what 
the author’s opinion might be on this 
topic. Think about why this author 
would have written this article.  What 
is their purpose for writing? 
  
Finally, after thinking about what the 
author’s purpose is, decide whether or 
not you agree that humans should or 
should not feed the bears. 

Good readers ask themselves 
questions while they are reading to 
ensure that they are understanding the 
selection. Ask yourself these questions 
while you are reading this selection: 
  
1 What reasons does the author give 
for the park officials setting up the 
“feeding stations” in Yosemite? 
  
2 Why were the feeding stations a bad 
idea? 
 
3.  According to the line graph, in 
what year did the highest number of 
bear related incidents occur? What 
year was the lowest? 

Answer the following questions to be 
submitted for grading: 
1 Connect: Can you think of another 
example of humans having a negative 
impact on wild animals by interacting 
with them? 
2 Text Features: Why does the 
author present the information in the 
box entitled “Bear Incidents at 
Yosemite” in the form of a graph 
instead of just presenting the 
information in paragraph form? 
3 Main Idea: What is the main idea 
of the section entitled “Bears 
Behaving Badly?” 
4 Writers Response: Why do you 
think that after nearly 50 years, the 
bears were still not as interested in 
their natural diet as they were in 
eating human food? 

** Read for 15 minutes and log your thinking in your Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook. This is not submitted for grading** 
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Don’t Feed the Bears!
The black bears at Yosemite National Park 

in California used to have a big junk food 
habit. For years, about one third of their diet 
consisted of chips, burgers, and other food 
brought in by park visitors. Park officials 
decided they needed to take steps to stop bears 
from munching on food meant for humans. 
That decision has turned out to be good for 
bears and people, because sharing food had led 
to many dangerous encounters.

Bears Behaving Badly
For decades, officials at Yosemite had 

actually encouraged bears to feast on human 
food. Starting in the 1920s, park rangers set up 
feeding stations, where they placed leftovers for 
the bears. Visitors who wanted to see the bears 
close-up would then know where they were 
likely to spot them. Park officials hoped that the 
feeding stations would also prevent bears from 
traveling into neighboring areas for food.

Unfortunately, these picnics created trouble 
for park visitors. Once the bears became 
hooked on human food, they began to forage in 
garbage bins and at campsites and even break 
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into cars to get food people had left behind. That 
meant that bears and humans were getting too 
close for comfort.

A New Diet Plan
To try to get the bears to kick their bad habits, 

Yosemite did away with its feeding stations; the 
last one closed in 1971. But after nearly 50 years 
of devouring human food, the bears weren’t as 
interested their natural diet of grasses and berries.

In 1999, park officials tried another approach 
to solve the problem. They installed new  
bear-proof garbage bins and gave park visitors 
metal lockers for their food. The park also 
educated visitors about the risks of attracting 
bears with food.

A recent study shows that the plan has 
worked. It found that the bears in Yosemite now 
get only 13 percent of their food from humans, 
which has led to fewer problems between people 
and bears.

“Bears that eat natural foods exclusively are 
typically not in conflict with people and are at 
less risk of being killed by people,” says Jack 
Hopkins, a researcher who led the study.

DIRECTIONS
Read the article below, and then answer the questions on page 7.
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Bear Incidents at Yosemite
Officials at Yosemite count the number of bear “incidents” in the park each 
year. An incident is recorded when a bear damages property, steals food, or 

injures someone. This graph shows bear incidents from 1997 to 2014.
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